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Advertiſement. 


F is not very common, or proper to 
J publiſh diſcourſes on the like occaſion 
with that on which the enſuing was de- 
livered, nor had the Author any further 
view than to anſwer the deſign of that 
meeting. After the Brethren who heard 
it expreſſed their approbation, nothing 
ſeemed to remain but thankfulneſs to 
God and prayer for the proſperity of Zi- 
en, but certain perſons having ſpread 
abroad a falſe report of the ſermon, the 
generality of his friends thought it expe- 
dient to ſatisfy the public that there was 
no foundation for the complaint; and it is 
boped that the Reader will peruſe it with 
fandour and advantage. | 
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GOSPEL-REQUISITES 
* 
ACCEPTABLE PRAYER. 


I II — a. i od. 1 —— 


_— 


vw 
| 


1, TI NM. ii. 8. 

I will therefore that men pray every where, 
1 Ning up holy hands, without wrath, and 

doubting. | | | 


AJ ſubject, I preſume, will ſuit the de- 
ſign of our gathering together, This 
is certain, that if we would build up one ano- 

| ther on our moſt holy faith, we muſt pray 
E in the Holy Ghoſt. Theſe afſemblies have 
| been held at leaſt between thirty and forty 
years; no wonder then that, in a mortal 
ſtate, but few, very few remain who firſt uni- 
ted in this expedient for promoting the power 
of godlineſs among us; — they are now entered 
where © the wicked ceaſe from troubling, and 


« where the weary be at reſt.” 
A I HAVE 


— — — —— — — 
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1 HAVE no inclination, Beloved, to ſadden 
your ſpirits; it is pleaſant and hopeful to Tee 


the riſing generation of members and hearers, 


in our ſeveral congregations, fo ready to at- 
tend; not but. that if an efteem for theſe 
meetings univerſally prevailed, they would be 
larger; I apprehend, too large for the moſt 


- capacious of our houſes to contain; neverthe- 


leſs it is an encouragement to behold the peo- 
ple inclined to increaſe their attention; and I 
truſt, that ſo long, and as often, as we can 
give them opportunity they will continue. thus 
waiting on the Lord, yea, and not let him go 
till the Spirit from on high being ponred out 
upon us, our wilderneſs becomes a fruitful 
field, oderiferous as Lebanon. The almighty 
Sovereign of grace may permit a declenſion 
from the good order, ſtedfaſt faith, and ten. 
der affection, which are the objects! in view, to 
prove us, and try whether or not we will 
cleave, to one another in him, though, for a 
ſeaſon, he may, as it were, hold back the face 
of his throne, and ſpread a cloud over it; yet 
when by diſſipation, d "IiMdlution, and other ſad 
occaſions, the number of churches concerned 


in this exerciſe is diminiſhed, ſo that hands 


are wanting to a perfect rotation in che fer- 


vice; is there not a cauſe ? is it not high time 


to 
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ro enquire, each one of himſelf; what have T 
done? And alſo reaſonable that we ſhould 
impartially examine the ſpirit with which or 
affociations are held. On theſe ſolemn occa- 
ſions, it is not ſufficient that we pray a good 
prayer, or that the ſermon delivered be ſimply 
Judicious and ſound ; I humbly apprehend 
that our prayers and diſcourſes ſhould be 
adapted to our, general circumſtances, as a 
people, whether better or worſe, and applied 
with'a becoming freedom, that like Juda we 
may rule with our God, and be faithful with 
his ſaints, for this is acceptable in the ſight 
of the Lord. We are charged to take heed 
how we hear; the ſame caution is needful in 

. reſpect of our prayers, if we would obtain the 
bleſſing we ſeek : Now, the inſpired apoſtle, 

a with an authority becoming his high com- 
miſſion, from the Head of the church, in the | 
paſſage before us, directs every one to the 
eſſentials required in our addreſſes to the 
throne of the moſt High; I will therefore that 
men pray every where, lifting up holy hands, with- 
out wrath and doubting. The J will in the 
text is not to be underſtood of a carnal, 
proud, ſelfiſh, domineering will, as though 

the apoſtle took occaſion from his ſuperior ' 
talents and Ration to trample on the church; | 

AA 
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no inſtance can be produced of his ſaying, 
J will, to his ſelf· exaltation: No; he was 
careful as Peter not to Lord it oyer God's he- 
ritage: We, ſays he, preach not ourſelves but 
- Chriſt Teſus, the Lord, and our ſelves your ſer- 
vants for Feſus's ſake. If once it comes to paſs 
that under any pretence, out of fear or love, 
ſo unreaſonable an aſſumption ſhould be pre- 
ſumed. and allowed, there is an end of liberty, 
virtue, and religion: The I will is Chriſt's 
will, in whoſe name the apoſtle gave forth 
this evangelical precept. The particle, tberer 
fore, preſerves the connexion, and demands 
our: attention to what goes before, in order 
to a compleat view of that prayer which be- 
comes the children of God ; I ſhall accord- 
ingly, in handling the paſſage, glance on the 
preceeding part of the chapter, conſider the 
particulars eſſential to acceptable prayer, and 
cloſe with ſome remarks and reflexions. 
FIRST then, The ſubject is prayer; Prayer, 
in its ſimple and native idea, is no other than 
an addreſs to the Almighty, on matters that 
concern us in the preſent or future ſtate of 
exiſtence; the manner of theſe addreſſes dif- 
fer, and may be conſidered as conſiſting of 
various branches, as ſpecified in the context, 
verſe 1. 1 exhort therefore firſt of all, as a prin- 
cipa 


TO ACCEPTABLE PRAYER. 5 
cipal and leading exerciſe in the worſhip of 
God, that ſupplications, i. e. deprecations of 
evil, to which we are continually liable in 2 
ſtate of temptation and ſin; prayers, or peti- 
tions for every bleſſing we need, and inter- 
ceſſions, or pleadings; the word is rendered 
prayer in chap. iv. 5. the preciſe idea of 
which in this place is not univerſally agreed, 
but I humbly apprehend it is moſt natural to 
take the expreſſion as it here ſtands diſtin- 
guiſhed from fupplication and prayer; for 
our ſolicitations in behalf of others, which an- 
ſwers to the notion of an interceſſor; ſee Iſa. 
Ixix. 16. Interceſſions then, are prayers for our 
neighbour, eſpecially for his ſalvation, agree- 
able to the tenor of the context, to omit this 
in behalf of thoſe we plead for, whatever the 
immediate qccaſion, is to leave out the main 
thing, the one thing needful, of infinite impor- 
tance, which is yaworthy the knowledge and 
love of God. It 1s added, and giving thanks, . 
without which we muſt be ſtrangely forget- 
ful of the innumerable benefits the Lord be- 
ſtows on us, amidſt all our neceſſities and 
trials, Theſe addreſſes to the Father are not 
to be partial or confined, but extended to all 


; men : There 1 is no individual we can think of, 
: | but 
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but may in ſome reſpect require our prayers, 
-and it is becoming the Chriſtian to be con- 
cerned for the welfare and falvation of every 
man who falls under his notice, however mean 
or unworthy, yea and though he were an 
enemy: Pray for them which deſpitefully uſe you, 
Matt. v. 44. But it is evident that by all 
men here is intended perſons of every rank, 
however exalted; for kings, and for all that 
are in authority, The old ſerpent took early 
advantage of ſome primitive diſciples, who 
not underſtanding the nature of Chriſtian li- 
berty, and that ſeparation from the world un- 
to which they were called, were tempted to 
withdraw from their ſuperiors, who were left 
in unbelief; they conceived themſelves free 
from their obligations to magiſtrates, parents, 
and maſters, and even in ſome inſtances ſcru- 
pled to converſe with the neareſt and deareſt 
relations in the fleſn, not excepting that of the 
conjugal kind; but the goſpel teaches its ſub- 
ject to fill up every character, in civil or · na- 
tural life, with the utmoſt fidelity and honour, 
that the name of God be not blaſphemed. 
Hence the New-Teſtament abounds with ex- 
hortations, and among the reſt /o be ſubje#? 
to principalities and powers, and 10 obey ma- 
Ziftrates, Tit. iii. 1. In correſpondence with 
this 
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this the apoſtle here ſays ; 7 wil! that men pray 
every where—for all men—for kings, and for 
all that are in authority. Genuine chriſtianity 
gives no countenance to the ſtupid and ſer- 
vile doctrine of paffive obedience and non- 
reſiftance ; but ir carries the obligations of 
loyalty to the higheſt reaſonable pitch, inſo- 
much that nothing ſhort of a manifeſt, habitual, 

and capital deficiency, in civil government, 
can juſtify the believer, in withdrawing his 
affection, . or prayers arr bis 
prince. 

Tais divine exhortation is enforced: 1755 2 
variety of motives: Public tranquility, 
through the moral conduct and practical 
piety of individuals, much depends there- 
upon ; that we may lead a quiet and peateable 
life, in all godlineſt and honefly. Moreover, it 
is good in itſelf, and acceptable in tbe fight of 
God and our Saviour. Whence the apoſtle 
proceeds to a reaſon peculiar to the goſpel, 
which contains the nobleſt motives to good 
neſs and love; it is takea from the extent 


of the divine purpoſe in the ſalvation of ſin- 


ners by the Son of God, who was manifeſt 
in the flcſh; that one Mediator, who; gave 
bimſelf a ranſom for all, verſes 4, 5, and 6. 
The « argument from hence to univerſal res 

diemption, 


8 .GOSPEL-REQUISITES 


demptian, or that Chriſt died for the whole 
human race is certainly inconcluſive, ſince by 
this interpretation it would follow that everyin- 
dividual will be ſaved, which a ſober advocate 
for that ſentiment will himſelf diſallow; but 
the revealed purpoſe of God, in reſpe& of 
bis mercy in Chriſt, being without exception, 
as to ſtation or character in life, which is 
the manifeſt ſcope of theſe verſes, is a co- 
gent argument indeed for moſt affectionate 
interceſſions in behalf of all men, and more 
eſpecially for kings, and all that are in autho- 


rity, ſeeing, however but few of the wiſe and 


noble are called, and we have but little ex- 
pectation from the great of the world, yet 
foraſmuch as ſome of every rank, even of 
royal character, arc redeemed unto God by the 
blood of his Son, and will by him be made 
kings and prieſts to the Father, no perſon is 
to be excluded from our prayers on ac- 
count of his dignified ſtation: And this by 
the way ſhews that in pleading for magiſtrates, 
ſupream or ſubordinate, we are not to be con- 
fined to thoſe things which belong to their 
ſtate, as princes in this world, but to extend b 
our deſires, that they may partake in the ſal- 
vation and glory in Chriſt ; that when they 
go the way of all ficſh, for they die as their 

TO 
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ſubjects, and leave their earthly power and 
dignity, they may obtain the incorruptible 
crown of the ſaints. What follows in the 
ſeventh verſe, concerning the commiſſion of 4 
our apoſtle, as a teacher of the Gentiles, will : 5 
appear another argument for our praying for 
all men, i. e. for Heathens, as well as the pro- 
feſſing and viſible people of God, to them 
who conſider the ancient high prejudice of "= 
the Jews againſt the world, who knew not * 
this myftery © that the Gentiles ſhould be fel- | 92 
% low. heirs, and of the ſame body, and par- _ 
<« takers of the promiſe of God in Chriſt 
« by the goſpel.” But it is time, 
| Secondly, To conſider the particulars eſſen- 
tial to acceptable prayer. And it may be uſe- 
ful to note, that the whole of this direction is 
applicable to all prayer, in every place or ca- 

pacity ; though the united ſupplications of 
the ſaints in'church-worſhip, is the immediate. 
deſign of the apoſtle, who is directing the 
_ evangelift's behaviour in the houſe of God, 
chap. ii. 15. yet the ſame extenſive, gederous 
concern for all men, and the fame inward 
frame of the heart, and external deportment 
in life, is required in a more private addreſs | 
to the throne of grace; in the cloſer, ' in the 
aan. the Father, ſeelis and approves no other »Y 

B ſuppliants | 
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ſuppliants than thoſe, whoſe views, conver- 
ſation and ſpirit, anſwer to the demand of 
the text: The occaſion and context lead me 
more eſpecially to the prayers of the church, 
but let each one apply every part of the di- 
rection, when he calls upon the name of the 

Lord in a more private capacity. 
This premiſed, I proceed to the articles re- 
quired in them who would be heard at the 
footſtool of mercy; and they are ſueh as a 
mere nominal Chriſtian, however oſtentatious 
his form, can neither underſtand nor reliſn. 
Three things are eſſential; purity, charity, 
and faith, b 
I. We muſt lift up boly hands, ; Her i is a 
manifeſt alluſion to the primitive poſture in 
prayer, which was wont to be made, not with 
their elbows on a cuſhion, or, like the flug- 
gard, with hands tolded in the boſom, nor 
yet with a wandering gaze at the multitude ; 
no; men prayed every where with their eyes 
cloled, or lifted up, and their hands ſtretched. 
forth towards heaven, the habitation and throne 
of the moſt High. Ir is true, no badily geſ- 
ture is expreſly enjoined, and in caſes of 
weakneſs, or neceſlity, the prayer of faith is 
accepted by the Lord, who ſearcheth the 
heal 5 in any ſituation; yet the ſcriptures abun» 
dantly 
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dantly ſhew, that in this earneſt and reverend 
manner the faithful delivered their prayers, 
inſomuch that in the language of prophecy 
the whole worſhip of the living God, by his 
Son Jeſus Chriſt is deſcribed by this poſture : 
Thus the converſion of the Heathen is fore- 
told, P/alm Ixviii. 31. Princes ſhall come out of 
Egypt; Ethiopia ſhall ſoon flretch out her bands 

| unto God. And a pertinent deſcription this, 
ſeeing prayer, in which the hands are ſtretched 
forth unto God, is a capital branch of wor- 
ſhip, under the chriſtian diſpenſation, - of 
which more hereafter. Of this manner. in 
prayer, ſee an example in Moſes, Exod, 
xvii. 12. whoſe hands were ſuſtained while 1 
rae! fought and diſcomfirted Amalek. Again, 
1 Kings viii. 22. Behold Solomon _ the king, 
flood before the altar of the Lord, in the 
preſence of all the congregation of Iſrael, and 
ſpread forth bis hands towards beaven. - T he 
ſame poſture allo was uſed in Nebemiabꝰs time, 
chap. viii. 6. by the people as well as by Ezra 
their miniſter, at leaſt when they ſpoke ; .-- 
aud Ezra bleſſed the Lord the great Ged, and | 
all the people anſwered, Amen, amen, with 
LIFTING UP THEIR HANDS, | 
Fhis audible Amen of the people, to ex- "EN" 
preſs their conſent to the prayer in which 


B | 
— 
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they joined, no doubt was the cuſtom of 
the Jews, 1 Chron. xvi. 36. Pſalm cvi 48. 
And, from 1 Cor. xiv. 16, we may with 
-reaſon conclude, it was uſed in chriſtian 
aſſemblies, though now laid aſide by many ; 
however, the ſcriptures frequeatly allude to 
that !geſture in prayer referred to in the text. 
Thus the prophet, P/elm cxli. 2. Let my 
prayer be jet forth before thee as incenſe, and the 
| LIFTING UP or MY HANDS 4s the evening- 
4 ſacrifice, which anſwers to the ſervice of the 
[ 58 temple, where the prieſt, as Zeckgrias, Luke 
1 85 i. 9, in his courſe, burnt incenſe at the altar, 
while the multitude prayet. 

Now theſe hands muſt be bah. Lift up 

your hands in the ſanfuary, Plalm cxxxiv. 2. 
or in holineſs; it may be applied to the ho- 
lineſs of the temple, or the worſhipper, pe- 
culiar to that law; they are one in the ſpiri- 
tual temple in Chriſt, the ſanctuary now is 
the people incorporated and aſſembled in the- 
( name of the Lord. The temple of God is boly, 
q | | | which temple are ye, 1 Cor. iii. 1 7. Cere- 
3 monial conſecration of houſes for worſhip 
| | * have no rational place in the goſpel - diſ- 
15 penſation, the prayers of the ſaints are 
| 1: N now as acceptable in a barn, or, if need 
| | be, in the fields, with no-other covering than 


* | ov ** 
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the cope of the natural heavens, as in the 
moſt commodious or ſtately edifice of ſtone 
or other materials. But wherever we pray 
boly bands ate required. It is well known 
that hands are the inſtruments of action, 


* 
Tx 
4 


and that, in the language of ſcripture, to 


have holy, or clean hands, is to be of an up- 
right and pure converſation, The righteous 
ſhall bold on bis way, and be that bath clean 


hangs ſpall wax fironger and ſtronger, Job 
xvii. 9. And again, Ibo ſbail aſcend into the 


bill of the Lord? He that. bath clean hands and 
a pure heart, Pſalm xxiv. 4. Holy bands in 


the text, cannot be taken for ſpotleſs inno- 
cence; there is not a juſt man on earth that 
doeth good, and finneth not, If no man is to 
pray who is not perfectly pure, there is an 


end of all praying; this phraſe muſt needs be 


underſtood conſiſtent with the preſent ſtate of 
weakneſs and fin ; beſides we plead at a 
throne of grace confeſſing our ſins, the for- 


giveneſs of which we receive through faith 


in the blood of Jeſus, who gave himſelf a 


ranſom for all: David explains this expreſſion, 


P/alm Ixvi. 18. FI regard iniquity in my beart, 
the Lord will not hear me. It is the indulgence 


of fin, that offends the moſt High. To have 


holy hands is to be free from an allowance 
| of 


- N | * 1 
ae * 
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of any iniquity, and indeed it is the vileſt hypo- 
criſy, and in the ſight of God a moſt daring pre- 
ſumption, by which every perfection in Deity is 
affronted, when a wilful tranſgteſſor preſents 
himſelf at the throne for a bleſſing at the 
hand of a ſin-pardoning God; ſuch'a man's 
prayer muſt needs be abhorred of the Lord. 
Habitual and univerſal holineſs is required in 
him who could addreſs the Majeſty of heaven 
with ſucceſs. Both hands muſt be holy; he 
muſt be a fincere and earneſt follower after 
every kind of holineſs ; not partial or waver- 
ing, but a'perſon who, walks in all holy con- 
verſation and godlineſs; one who can ſay with 
the prophet, P/alm xxvi. 6. I will waſb mine 
bands in innocency: ſo will I compaſs thine altar, | 
O Logp. In a word to lift up holy hands, 
as it relates to ſocial prayer, i. e. the united 
prayers of ſeveral churches, requires a godly 
diſcipline, in reſpect of particular bodies, as 
well as of individuals; and ſhews that if we 
would pleaſe the Lord in theſe aſſociations we 
muſt exclude, or purify ourſelves, not .only 
from every unholy perſon whatever, whether 
of a miniſterial or'private capacity, but alſo 
from every congregation'that indulges to ſin, 
let who will reproach us. Nor is this purity 

alone ſufficient. For, Y Wo 


— 
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H: No prayer is acceptable to God that is 
not preſented in a ſpirit of love. 


expreſſed by a denial of its oppoſite affection: 
without wrath. A more ſtriking manner 
than if it had been ſaid. ſimply - with love. 
Indeed holineſs in a comprehenſive view in- 


cludes a freedom from every ſinful pollution of havin} 


the mind, but the text diſtinguiſhes between 
natural and ſpiritual uncleanneſs, and here de- 
mands that which fleſh cannot bear; without 
wrath. Ah, Sirs, this bears hard on ſome in 
every age, who go out in the world, under a 
profeſſion of religion, in a public or private 
capacity, boaſting over others, and priding 
themſelves in their comparative purity ; they 
have eſcaped the pollutions of a ſenſual kind, 


by which ſome looſe perfons have defiled 
their garments, and brought a ſcandal on 


themſelves and their profeſſion; at leaſt their 
ſkirts have not been turned up, in this they 
exult, as though without ſpot, though. at the 
ſame; time they notoriouſly indulge to pride 
avarice, wrath, malice, and thoſe ſpiteful ma- 
levolent luſts of the Heart, which are not 
leſs hateful'ro God, but more diabolical, and 
miſchievous, than the fins under which. the 
voluptuous, whom they diſpiſe, ate covered 


„With. 


likewiſe is needful. This is ecmphatically 


9 
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with ſhame. The expreſſion carries in it an 
idea of contempt, angerand indignation, ſuch as 
the haughty unbelieving Jeusdiſcovered againſt 
the Gentiles *;, no doubt it is here to be extended 
to every ſpecies of anger, ill-will and con- 
tempt, unto which we may be tempted in the 
fleſh, and which dwells in the boſom, of a 
proud, ſelfiſh man, who is not to be pleaſed, 
and diſdains to forgive; fuch rancour and 
malice, with a diſpoſition or purpoſe of re- 
venge on every offence, as the word implies, 
is the oppoſite of, a chriſtian temper, and 
however indulged or palliated by men, is diſ- 
allowed of God, and an abomination in his 
fight. We are taught by our Saviour to pray; 
Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 
Matt. vi. 12. And in the 15th verſe he pe- 
remptorily declares, F ye forgive not men their 
treſſpaſſes, neither will your Father forgive, your 
treſpaſſes. | Certainly an implacable unfor- 
giving ſpirit unfits the ſubject for addreſſing 
Jehovah by the great Mediator, through 
| whoſe 


It is accordingly uſed of the elder fon in that flriking 
picture of a ſelf-righteous Phariſee, in the parable of the 
Prodigal, 35d is there rather coldly rendered he was ar- 
£'y, Bess and Arius Mont render it indignatur eff, i. e. a 
mind inflamed with defire of revenge. and it is evident 
that the man was implacable and cruel, as well as baughty 
and infolent, the natural complexion of thoſe whom be is 
deſigned to repreſent, - : 
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whoſe blood the worſhipper obtains remiſſion | 
of ſins; in order to his acceptance with the 
Father; if then we would be heard when we 
pray; let us lay afide all malice, and all 
<« puile, and hy pocriſies, envies, and all evil- 
« ſpeakings, and walk in love with a pure 
heart fervently; being kind 10 one another, 
tender-bearted, forgiving one another, even as © 
Cod for Chriſt's ſake bath forgives Ks, on 
iv. 32. Once more, 

HI. Faru is required; this is alſo nega- 
tively. expreſſed, without doubting, i. e. ſay 
ſome, without murmurings or ftrivings ; 
theſe finful commotions are the natural and 
| uſual attendants of a mind inflamed with the 

paſſions now mentioned, for as Solomon ſays, 
A wrathful man ſtirreth up ſtrife, Prov. xv. 18. 
But this ſenſe of the term ſeems rather to 
confound two articles, which are manifeſtly 
diſtin& in the text. For the ſame reaſon I 1 
think it cannot be underſtood of being with- 
out doubt, in reſpect to one another, i. e. 
without evil ſurmiſings, which are the fruit 
of a proud and carnal ſpirit, and by no means 


allowed ;. but this alſo belongs to the article 
diſmiſſed, The word“ ſignifies debating, rea- 
ſoning, or diſputing, and, I humbly appre- 
or C hend, 

* Aiahoſioper. 
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hend, here intends thoſe perverſe diſputings 
of the fleſh. which. are too often found in 
oppolition to the teſtimony of God, or. in 
other words, thoſe carnal reaſonings, and. fond: 
imaginations, which proceed from the vani- 
ty and unbelief of the heart; theſe ſometumes 
. overtake even the Chriſtian himſelf, and cauſe 
him to ſtagger,. againſt which the ſhield: of 
faith muſt. be oppoſed : theſe baſe corrupt 
reaſonings univerſally prevail in the carnal: 
mind, and , muſt be ſubdued, in order to a 
recovery af the ſubject ta the obedience of 
faith, which is effected by the Holy Ghaſt, yn- 
der the miniſtry of the goſpel. Accordingly - 
we read, 2 Cor x. 4, 5. For the weapons: of our 
warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God 
to the pulling down of ſtrong bolds ;, caſting down 
 imgzanubions, where the ſame word: is uſed, 
and rendered reaſonings, in the margin, i. e. 
theſe proud carnal reaſonings, which are the 
ſtrong holds of ſatan in the unbelieyer, even 
thoſe high thoughts or conceits of the fleſh, 
© all. which cxalt themſelves againſt the know- - 
ledge or counſel of God, in proportion to 
which men rehel againſt Chriſt. . To pray 
without doubling, is to pray in faith no- 
thing wavering, as required in James i. 6, 
which agrees with the PRs Matt, xxi. 22. 
.- 4 


— | \ 
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And all 1bings whatſoever ye Pall aft in prayer, 
BELIEVING ye ball receive. There is indeed 
a decent and honourable doubt or ſuſpence, 
becoming the faithful when they pray; whe- 
ther or not it may ſuit the wiſdom of God to 
grant the particular temporal bleſſing requeſt- 
ed, feither natural or ſpiritual : Health, pro- 
ſperity, or even the continuance of life is un- 
certain; and the ſame may be obſerved con- 
cerning an increaſe of gifts, the light of God's 
countenance, freedom from temptations of 
ſatan, the incurſions of indwelling ſin, or the 
enjoyments of faith, they are all reſerved in 
the boſom of our heavenly Father to be diſ- 
penſed or withheld, as it ſeemeth good in his 
fight, and the believer will hold himſelf in 
readineſs for his pleaſure; but his faith muft 
be ſtedfaſt in the divine promiſe ; no debate or 
heſitation may be indulged in his mind con- 
cerning an audience, or obtaining needful 
grace, on any Conſideration whatever; this 
ſtrikes at the faithfulneſs of God, and the 
truth of his word; it is diſhonourable pro- 
voking unbelief, nor can any thing excufe it: 
Noz flot that plauſible pretence, I/ deſert or un- 
worthineſs, which ſome fondly plead, as though 
it was an inſtance of humility, and to be com- 
mended, . 8 


* 8 
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ungrateful contradiction to the ſpirit and tenor 
of the goſpel, which opens to the neceſſitous 
ſinner a throne of grace. Then, Beloved, 
whatever call we may have for mourning and 
ſhame before God, let us beware of nouriſh- 
ing a doubt of being heard and accepted in 
our ſupplications by Chriſt to the Father, 
on account of our ynworthineſs, in a pri- 
vate or ſocial capacity; for this is tþe confi- 
dence that we have in him, that if we 4ſt any 
thing according to bis will, be beareth us | And 
if we know that be bear us, whatſoever we aſt 
we know that we bave the petitions that we de- 
fired of bim. John v. 14, 15, | 
So then we are to pray every whefe, for 
all men, in all manner of holy converſation 
and godlineſs, mortifying every ſinful paſſion 
of the mind, in purity and love, and, how- 
ever uncer:ain as to preſent enjoyqents, in 
full aſſurance of faith that the Lord will 
hear and anſwer ys, according to his word. 
And from this apoſtolic injunction we may 
note the following things: 

I THar prayer is an-eſſential and W 
branch of worſhip, in the aſſemblies of 
the ſaints. Indeed it is not the only ar- 
ticle of worſhip, as the Deiſt ſuggeſts, who 
a the imer of God, and the. 
N inſtitu- 
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inſtitutions of his houſe; and ſome, who 
are far from Deiſm, ſeem rather on the ex- 
tream, making little account of any thing elſe 
but their prayers in the church; but the 
apoſtle, as hinted, has an immediate reſpe& 
to worſhipping aſſemblies, when he faith, 7 ex- 
hort therefore that, Fixs r OF ALL, ſupphcations, 
prayers, interceſſions, and giving f thanks be 
made, &c. This therefore is a principal thing, 
and every manner or ſcheme of worſhip, by 
which prayer is excluded from bearing a con- 
ſiderable part in the ſervice, is neither agreeable 
tothe teſtimony of God, nor adapted to the edi- 
| fication of his people: Our intercourſe with 
heaven, while here, lies much in this way, and, 
thanks be to the Father, great is our boldneſs 
through the mediation of his Son, 'our great 
High-Prieft, who, having by himſelf, purged 
gur ſins, is gone into the holy place, with 
the incenſe of his own infinite merit, to offer 
up the prayers of all ſaints unto God, Hab. 
iv. 16. Rev viii. 3. compared. : 

How ſtrange then, and deſerving re- 
proof are · they who accuſtom | themſelves 
to be abſent great part of the time al» 
| Jetted for prayer. in the ſervice of the 
ſanRuary | yet, alas! who is unacquaint- 
ed with this ſhameful practice among us? 
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So far are many ſunk below a becoming 
readineſs and zeal for this moſt intereſting 
and delightful branch of ſocial worſhip, that 
it is but too much the caſe, that our firſt and 
chief prayer, with the previous pſalmody, is 
like what is vulgarly called the ſaints bell, 
which rings the people into church]! O aſto- 
niſhing | How diſgraceful and grievous, that 
any Proteſtant Diſſenters, who ſeparate from 
the national ſervice, under a pretence of con- 
ſcience for pure and free worſhip, ſhould not 
bluſh to ſee their devout neighbours of the 
eſtabliſhed perſuaſion, daily go out long be- 
fore them, to be preſent at the beginning 
of their prayers, or not be conſtrained by 
their example, to a more decent and early 
attendance on the ſtated ſeaſons for calling 
on the name of the Lord! I cannot help 
thinking but that an allowance of this noto: 
rious partiality and growing neglect, is one 
evil for which the Lord hath a controverſy 
with us; ſuch ſloth and lukewarmneſs is 
odious in itſelf, and hateful to him who is. a 
jealous God, and will be ſanctified by them 
who approach him, therefore if any one is 
more or leſs conſcious of this growing w_ 
le him repent. 


U. K 
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| Ih. Ir appears that the prayers of the 
church were not originally read, or by any 
ſtinted form impoſed on the people. This 
note is far from a deſign to cenſure any. one, 
if ſuch ſhould be preſent, who judge it expe- 
dient for their own, or common edification, 
to uſe forms of prayer, though we confine» 
not ourſelves; much leſs would I admit the 
uncharitable ſuppoſition, that the - devour 
heart of a believer may not aſcend, in the 
exerciſe of grace, with acceptance to God by 
the divine Mediator, under a form of ſound 
words, but I hope it will be no offence to 
mention a conſequence ſo natural and obvious 
from the text. It has been frequently and 
Juſtly enquired; if the hands of a miniſter 
were thus extended towards heaven, how could 
he turn over the leaves of a prayer-book ? 
And that this was the undoubted prevailing 
poſture we have already ſeen from a variety 
of ſcripture, to which more might be added, 
belides, if needful /, the hiſtory of the church 
| will 


V See enquiry into the conſtitation and worſhip of the 
primitive church by an impartial hand, of which Sir Peter 


King, late Lord High Chancellor, is the reputed author, - 
Part 2. chap. 2. page 33. concerning preſcribed liturgies, 
he largely proves from the teſtimony of Origen, Tercullian, - 
Cyprian, &c. who' wrote in the ſecond and third cen- 


- 
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will ſhew that it continued for centuries after 
the days of the apoſtles; but I haſten to a 
more important remark, for, 
III. Ir follows that a moral behaviour; and 
good converſation, is tequired in them who 
are employed in this ſervice. Every wor- 
ſmipper ſhould ſee to it that his own hands are 
clean in the ſanctuary of the Lord, who is 
holy, and hate even the garment ſpotted with 
the fleſh, but it is an abomination indeed 
when a man habitually and notoriouſly un- 
clean, wrathful, covetous or proud, is al- 
lowed to lift up his filthy hands in the name 
of the people; or lead in the prayers of the 
church; this appearance is ſhocking to a ſe- 
rious mind, and no leſs than to affront the 
Almighty to his face; yet alas, it is ſometimes 
the caſe; men of ſcandalous lives, take upon 
them to officiate in divine ſervice, and draw 


people 

4 

tories, and by other arguments, that no forms of prayer 
were impoſed, but that theſe exerciſes were free, accord- 
tog to the ability of the miniſter, as aſſiſted, and concludes 
page 40, with theſe remarkable words: © It is very un- 
« likely that they were obliged to preſcribed forms, be- 
« cauſe they never read a ſyllable of their prayers out of 
% any book whatioever, which is evident from their poſ- 
*. ture of prayer, which was twofold, either with their 


hands and eyes lifted up to heaven, or with their eyes 
6 ſhut,” | 
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people after them, for too many pay little 
regard to the character of a man, if his no- 
tions and manner are pleaſing This perni- 
cious folble has appeared more or leſs in 
every age, and runs parallel with that predo- 
minant evil, a vain admiration of this and the 
other man's perſon z | heartily wiſh that our 
own could be excepted, but the truth is, that 
of late years, ſo wide a door has been opened 
to all men who ſet themſelves forth as mini- 
ſters of Chriſt, to a neglect of the qualifica- 
tions needful and preſoribed, that we are in 
very great danger, if not in the high road to 
@ total diſregard of the voice of reaſon and 
revelation concerning this point; but, as the 
excellent Dr. Owen obſerves : God will not 
accept of the tongue where the devil hath. 
&« the foul; Jeſus did de and teach, As i. 1. 
$6. If a man teach uprightly and walk crooks 
*. edly, more wil! fall down in the night of 
* his life; than be built in the Jay of his 
<« ddoctrine ®:” Beloved ; you will one day 
find it no leſs than a contempt of the holineſs 
and authority of God, under any pretence 
Whatever, to countenance a man who comes 
in his own name, or without good evidence 

d dee 


* See the Doctor's Eſcho I, page 9. a 
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di anſwer to what. is expreſly required in 
the word of the Lord. Permit me one remark 
more : | | 
IV. Taar goſpel- 8 are to uſe a 
becoming boldneſs in the diſcharge of their 
office. All are not apoſtles, whoſe gifts and 
powers were ſingular and extraordinary, but 
he that is called and ordained to the ſervice of 
the church, ia the name of the Lord, has an 
authority, the exerciſe of which is for the 
honour of religion, and the edification of the 
ſaints, 2 Cor. x. 8. and therefore not to be 
ſhunned: As to a demineering power, under 
any character, it is utterly inconſiſtent with 
the whole teſtimony of God, and ſyſtem of 
chriſtianity; Be not ye called Rabbi, for one is 


your | Maſter, even Chriſt; and all ye are bre- 


thren, Matt. xxiii. 28. The leaſt attempt 
of this kind, by whomſoever made, is to be 
checked on its very firſt appearance, as we 
regard the peace and liberty of Zion, never- 
thelels there is a ſtewardly power to be ex- 
erted in the houſe of God; miniſters are rulers 
and guides, and are in faithfulneſs and love 
io act and ipeak with boldneſs in the name 
orf the Lord, as they would not be held in 
contempt : Theſe things ſpeak, and exhort, and 
rebuke with all authority. Let no man deſpiſe 
| | thee, 


La 


TO Acckrfinrr PRAYER. 27 


thee,” Tit. ii. 15. This authority "conf ſts 
with meekneſs and love, a due exerciſe of 
| which has no tendency to ſubject the diſciples 
to the carnal will of them that are over them 
in the Lord, bur there 1s nothing virtuous 
in a daſtard!y ſpirit, which is contrary to the \ 
genius of true religion and the goſpel, for 
God hath not given us the ſpirit of fear, but of 
power, and of love, and of a ſound mind, 2 Lim. 
i. 7. Which is my apology for the freedom 

I have taken on the preſent occaſion, _ 

AnD now, my dear Friends, is it the will 
of God, that men pray every where ? what 
muſt be ſaid of them who pray no where? 
In all appearance, there are but too many, 
and even ſome who more or leſs attend the 
preaching of the word, inſtead of praying 
without ceaſing, - pray not at all; their cloſers, 
their families, and their conſciences tell them 
chat they live without prayer, and fo without 
God in the world, and yet they would be 
accounted religious! I hope better things of 
you, but eaſy as it is to maintain, at leaſt ſome 
form of prayer, in private or in public, it 18 | 
more than ſome nominal ch iſtians can co 3 
their luſts and their pleaſures leave them no 
time or diſpoſition for prayer; fo wretched 
their courle } what better are ſuch than prac- 

| D 2 tical 


as GOSPEL-REQUISITES 


tical Atheiſts? Can that man who lies down 
and riſes up, and from day to-day, paſſes 
through the various ſcenes of life, proſperous 
or adverſe, without addreſſing the throne of 
grace, be a reaſonable Creature? can he be 
2 Chriſtian? is he leſs than an Infidel, or more 
than a Brute, who is an utter ſtranger to 
prayer ? ; : 

Bor this communion with God is not to be 
maintained in the courſe of this world: Self. 
denial is needful to prayer. It is eaſy to fall 
on our knees, and pray in a cuſtomary and 
formal manner, which, as hinted already, is 
more than ſome do, but he that would pray 
well muſt live well; he muſt be ſober and 
vigilant; much in ſelf- examination, and give 
himſelf in a manner wholly unto it, as a firſt 
and principal buſineſs of life. This makes 
it grievous to them who conſult fleſh and 
blood, yet thus it muſt be; unleſs a man 
ſhun carnal company, the pleaſures of life, 
yea and all appearance of evil, if I may be 
allowed the expreſſion, the graſs will grow 
in his clotet and family, or, which, it poſſi- 
ble, is worſe, his polluted hands will be an 
abomination to the Lord, 

Ap, what can more illuſtrate the excel- 
lency of prayer, or be a greater encourage- 
| | ment 
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ment to perſevere, and unite in, pręyerameet · 
ings. Both in our ſeveral churches, and in 
theſe aſſociations; the mote we ꝓtay in the 
Spirit, or attend on che thrage of che Majeſty 
in the heavens, in the manner required, th 
greater advances towards a perfection in ho- 
lineſs, love and faith, may be expected amung 
the people of God: O that this proof of our 
thus praying was evident and univerſal! To 
neglect or diſcourage praying aſſembliea, is 
to diſcountenance a principal means of pro- 
moting vital religion in ourſelves. and in 
others, 

How earneſt then ſhould we be i the. i- 
rit of grace and ſupplication; the operations 
of that Divine Agent, are needful to ſubdue 
thoſe ſinful paſſions of the fleſh, which unfit 
us for prayer, and to excite thoſe heavenly 


graces, more or leſs required in that ſpiritual | 


exerciſe ; through his aids alone we can maig- 
tain that virtue, charity, and reliance on the 


divine promiſe, which becomes thoſe, who 


would ſucceed in their application to the 
mercy-ſeat of a reconciled, but holy God. 
And is there a manifeſt deficiency in either of 
the articles required, let us early and freely 
reprove it, in ourſelves or others, without par- 
tiality? Vea, kt God be true, und every man 
| # liar. 


A. 
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4 liar. If we connive at allowed, habitual 


uncleanneſs, or any kind of wrath or iniquity 


in our perſons or aſſemblies, or are wavering 


in our minds concerning the divine power, 


faithfulneſs and grace, as the Lord liveth he 
will not hear us! O then let us cleanſe our- 


ſelves, as directed, from all filthineſs of fleſh 


and ſpirit; ſo ſhall we ever come together for 


the better, and under the bleſſing of the moſt 
High rejoice with admiration at the rich mer- 
cy manifeſted in this ineſtimable privilege that 
'men may pray every where, on all occaſions, 


or come boldly to the throne of grace, to ob- 


tain mercy and find grace to help in time of 
need: A choice liberty indeed! In one 
word; forget not, O chriftian, to what thou 


art indebted for this bleſſed freedom, namely, 
to the blood of thy Redeemer, the one Me- 


diator between God and man; his ranſom 
procured it, and he is paſſed into the heavens 
that thou mayeſt uſe it without heſitation; 


he is the Son of the Father, to whom, with 


the Holy Ghoſt, on whoſe aids we depend for 


our enjoyment of this goſpel- liberty, be glo- 
ry and dominion for ever. Amen. 
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